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TO THE 
Right Honourable 


Sir Thomas PirxiNGTON, 


LORD MAYOR 


GE IHE... 


CITY of LONDON: 


My Lord, n 
H 0 I am ſenfible of the obli- 
gations I bave to your Lord- 
ſoip and the Court for your approbati- 
on of this plain Diſcourſe, yetT am 
opt, at the ſame time, to believe 
that it may chance to meet with 4 
afferent ſort of entertainment from 
A 


ſome 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſome or other in the World : Fy 
when Mens prejudices are awahe. 
ned tbeir paſſions up, and they reſole 
before hand on atuifton, tis in vain 
for a Man to, expe from erther fide 
any inftances of that Moderation be 


| adviſes bath to, it being natural for 


[Vien, when unhappily. divided my 
pariies, gradually to econtratt an a- 
wverſron to thoſe who give them nt 
countenance eniugh.by running int 
the ſame Exceſles with themſelves. 
However, my Lord; | bave very 
little concern upon me for any mens ut: 


reeſonable heats, and extrauagancies, 


as being. ſure to bave them of my 
mind when they return 1 themſelves, 
and think ſoberly'and Religiauſly on 
things, for then, of neceſ#ty, they codl 
ne ad very temper-d here perſwade 

tn ſhort, my Lord, I am ſure 


ration 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


moderation 3s @ virtue, and a very 
excellent and uſeſu! virtue too, not- 
withilanding that in: our late years of 
extremities it was almoſt jeſted and 
rail d out of Countenance. 1 am farther 
perſwaded that the ſincere praflice of 
it on all ſides would go a great way 
zo the uniting us both in intereft and 
effeion, and that it more eſpecially 
becomes thoſe, of -hatſoever Deno- 
mination they are otherwiſe, to whom 
God has committed the Miniſtry 
of Reconcihiation, On theſe con- 
federations alone I firſt Preach'd, 
and now, in Obedience to your Lord- 
ſhip's and the Court s Command, 
ubliſh this Diſcourſe, which if 1t 
chance to diſpoſe but any ſmall num- 
ber of Men to Amity, Temper, and 
Brotherly Love, and thereby contri- 
bute t0-the ſupport of our Holy Re- 


ligion 


COR 


A E—— 


ey 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


_—_ —— ———— 


ligion againſt its common and inmoy. 
tal Enemies, I bave my end, an end 
or which I am content to undergy 
all the unreaſonable obloquy and re. 
feexion in tbe World, 


My Lord, 
I am your Lordſhip's 


moſt Qbedient Hum. 
ble Seryaar. 
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A Sermon of (Moderation. 


| ones: Fic ral igwallibe Kanon! to-have irecourſe ito” 


5 that oy all of them tend ' mightily to to the 
hen ung of Societie: and-to-the-- preventing; or- 


us. Andupon this proſpect, partly, no doubt it is 
that we find thoſe homi wn. up I may ſo ſpeak, 
_— Graces of meekneſs mratlcnchs for- 
DE rt 

are ly 
cn in the Text, to = our Moderation þ ' known 
unto oy men. 1 

to which words * he Of rat's Wy, 


ſhal 2 BO has” I here akerſiond IL 
ee Th in the Text. 

down ſome Rules,” or Tn- 
ſtances of moderation ſo explain'd. ,.. And 


Thirdly and Taillys Shall rdntlude with a Mo- 


tiveor two to —_ of it, 
\ eb, What rexmeentibyrmaoderation!\ 
woo the rather, becauſe, that, as ſomg of 


Late, out of deſign, and others, from miſtake, have 
declaimed againſt it, ſo there are really ſeveral 
Vicez»anttimporiving hativg berwalt rWeOpr\ 
ragbn apes aate;undi a foariiof Cogn - that 
F inns; an) fhaudulenhy ban g Out _ Co- 
ons: YI INT 

| Nbwifar the more diſtin& anadeoftaning of the 


rigical-wiard, Govints; (an adfeRtive, according | 
| idiom;pur forche:Subſtantive, brroaca,'" 
cftered kde: acts 144 dos"? 


corre Gin 


A Sermon-df" Mo dovaryone. J 
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pre Manfuelids, Merkneſp: Otficts £49 2th th 
Alumanitas, Pllmithriby,a juft ferffe of tHe Uſpnity'bf 
humane Nature, af bakvidirirable 
46 :Othets reader w Modeſtru, Pe; 
fort. of deriſearmilt towdrtls orhets 
low !apprehenſiotfsiof if rHiahs RIFSOU 
tender'd) it $ovnerty/ by* the wart? PiMfence”! 
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* kiln ſhall require , /gnd; prudence ſuggeſt, AC» 
cording. to-the circumſtances and exigences of par- 
ticular caſes, as it may reaſonably. be {uppoſed the 
ARGS, himſelf would have judg d and acted had 
ch emergent caſes come'.before-him. -..Now tho 

- acceptation .of -the word: .is. more particular, 
ty Harms .us with a more gdiſtin& notion: than 
flea others ab a8. Grot ing. ;obſerves,: the 
2: in erinſeo fone hers,obiut 


from, TR own ight upon when pr hore is 
| ms of. all ilk; OPPPRTABIEE, of, betng: uleful 
NPE NY? rom: 4ll/ which1 


think, we. may..colle loderaniog/in gene. 

ral wall. Mourne, Wop 7 6c ob ſexpdrion of 4 mean 
beimzxt. all.  prceſſegcnn: -mnatfers of -diffe- 
rence: and. Rage — Mey, proceeding: from a juit 
amplitud, e. ayd ingenuity. of Spirit c aud ajming alwaies 
at the ad: prag A of the moſt, publick and extenfroe 
Sfp S Corwin ay\4ireſates.to-religi. 
[is ferences u (caſe-Iſhall--principgh 

Fe it her ll. be that gentle and. cues 


oft rat/þ whereby. a Chriſtian; upon 
LK amnden defon Mg Religion, - 'a 
7 je 3) "W. Hanes ns prepoſeſions, and other 
76 Rt Nature; is - Frodrrma tb the 
mo 7 ge e methods of ing and-ac+ 
= dats modat Mrencer 4 ada —_— of Res 
yy B24 i he more: general atluarcement' of 
more important Truths , and the Jubantial Inter 
of the Goſpel, 


4S.3 . 


| Fey che T an” invirebV; — wr Ition: of 
go mind -3-for f:y1man;By'th uncertain and ir- 
riftable ſwing of humane affairs, is driven to re- 
laxations of rhe-rigour-of'' things, contrary to 
hent... andbias-of | hisiown 9! o othbrivife aſx, 
jqclinations, thets hismbder4ri6is Wands/the infly- 
ence. of 4lavlinternak ot _—__ \eBicki' gives ik 
to all moral actions;"an fly; denivminates them 
Rfamts. [v, Themederaviaw! k"of . TY 
\ 3's im r we' 2 
derive.;from::atlew ſenſe : oP the-mifin' Jef: 
the, ChriſtianiReligion, and dlwayes' a& jn- oy 
to the advancement 2of it.” 'Now the great end of 
the Chriſtian« Inſtitution"being ro. render every 
individual: Ghriftian--good and holy 'here'in order 
to. his everlaſting happineſs" hereafter, and then, 
ſecondly, - .to:-plang in/him' thoſe” Graces, which, 
as, a; Member-of:Civil* Society,” may moſt pro- 
mote the general good and i&t of Mankjnd, 
and. the,peace: of . _ tian Community in 
which, he. lives,-our” Man"of temper atid; mode- 
ration muſt alwayes have a ſpecial eye. and: re- 
gard:tq;the advancement” of theſe" in aff his pro; 
ccediogs, and thenhowſvever wſuccefsful his en; 
deayours,may be with nien-thiit. reſolve to ſtand 
divided, into. parties, [yer the' honefly and gene; 
roſity of his intentions 'will juſtifie” him before 
God,..and at the-Bar-of the'ſevereft reaſon: And 


here 


== —rtinmmmggemtmnien—N_ 
de Saran of Moderation. | 


— here take, j88', Fat: Taexclude|all ſoealar and and 
NarreW, COQUarrabions: 
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nid oandoungent! _ _ He 
NE f arch = 
| F? $8 
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21M, fs So as poſſible , at the:  Henvrdl 


TI. 
Zles, nor & FRE, 1 "men 
7k Thiles 7 "ob awsi profit, A intereſt, 


the of his; own Fallon cor Hemour, 
bee ex vary —_ ray rate fovrd; Cor. 
Mai Ws - af yerpuons mnodeverioſy en 


procee rom. 2.due--confictration. of the” ipalſ ons, 


prepoſleſſions ,, and: oher: :ibfirmities inciden; to 
our common hu ine Neturcoie. tm Thort, from! 
this ugdeoiabls;) maxime-,..thatcheſes rambother 


ſoch like things xeRger an inte hbrtnony"and 2: 
agreement DH an: impoſſibility tr morali- 
ty, and. the object of 'opr - withes' rather rhan © 
our, hOPght whereupon: our:moderate. Man; u 


a 


&. 


a ——_ "of-qhe molt extenfivesbenificetice, 
and compaBiionion ther foore!:of «thts rinhappily | 
diiding: infirmities. of: our Narure / is: inclined) | 
tormake uſe. of ſuck: pruderitiat»expedients',, 2s) 
mays: in his judgertens;.: moſt; conduce' tothe: 


conciliating a good underſtanding amonnſtmiew;; 
romnhanding- chal aca bf: Sic apprehen- 
ſigns; 


oh lt vhiaooury ono edool 3619 af 

. Founth on | Gidatheis Moderation maſt 'take' 
place. i in the: leſs and\more minute diflerentes'a- 
bout: Religious matters: For: as for ſaelvas:ſap- 
the foundations, or dof&rines;-df dirgth and?nes 
ceſſary: confequence:z..tending ro” the! (fubverſiott> 
of them, there's: rdomvrindeed2for | baſe. fervile® 
Spirits toi temporize: andobetiay: their! Religion , 
but! there's no: room;- that Þ know: of, for ary virc" 
tygas moderation; \umels that ofzr flir ind:civic” 
lizd: handling the mattersin: debate; parry 
ryleht-andummapnerlycreflexionsl*! : ] 

' Andr:aftdy what has beemifawd 5; if theft be) 
any vioe :or uinwarrantable> arrifice;: thae> pre! 
tents tor the; naitat':andr mine ofthis excellent © 
Grage, , ReffamiefÞ indew [is & | olloquwi, .wemay:” 
ealilycpull ibfÞ ſits vizot; and diſerinhanolis from! 
then yertie>incthe (Text, by! _ A 
veni of| 16,13 ir) 

-And::thus micibef the fant a eras 
notion of a-vittudds Moderationy © 21 77 Vo (61 

(E procted|coithe: Second, whidhwasrotayibels/ 
befate you ſomezRitdeg) ar in{tanosbf Fa ery 1 
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_ | +-Butibefare:/da>this,{I-muſtiipremitey ior: ('c; 


y Firſt;/that:1; would:mor:be underſiBod:ropte: 
{cribe-ro any one dtnomination/iof:menzexetys 
ſively-of-all othets, 'but:in;the'exrent/'and; tans: 
guageof the: Text, /Z/nta call men, that ſtand\ in 
needhofiit@. 07m; 2 oteithiobas bogy 8, anmiiailinno: 
.Sceandly;iThatd \intrencluriotere: upon; any; 
thing that looks more properly like the taxi: 

of;publick+ wiſedomi;)ias -what:|'1s by. no. :meahs 
rudely:::to'be-touch'd by:private'bands; nopall” 
we;haye'taido;! is; it-poilible,; by. genexal-/argu:- 
ments;$9! diſpoſe Mer 10;1and by general Yives £6): 
chalk-ont thetway: thataEeades>to. thergrear end” 
of peage,:;arid a gbod:underſtanding; ! . 1:19: : 

. The [firſt/Rule, of: moderation then, in! gene! 
ral;:ſhail be this, to attemperaterour concern; fox 
or;\againit (things: with <lobarityrcand- diſcrerion,” 

For:it:;#lo:y7 onge- ufurps the:name of :Zeal,iand!! 
thoſe drunken Pilots; ouitPaſſions; ſiratiche:Helm, 
(for Pafſzon is @dbrr-of ebrictyr of the! : mind: ) 
what: can men::exped' but :that,- like:a Fleet of 
Ships,with vatead>Sails;: nocballaſt,and in acnigh- 


_ tyy.Yroran, We fall foul, npba; cach-(other, x70) 


ſome:Yuffer;ihipwitelt :2w the Scuffle;} It our:Zeat 


| tranſports; as; -beyond [the:boithds! of i} cbvili gecg:! 


rum and diſcretion, we offend againſt the: Rules ' 
of-our common; bumianity.,: and!'the: fundamen- 
tal obligations wehave.'1to Mankind, as ſuch, *: 
whigly give: theiprime andyirmiverſable-Iawy to 
all humane Soctetics, and .obligerus! ta'a vtar-- 
and civilizd demeanour:'towards one . another: 
7436) in 


A Sermon of Moderation: 
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to exaſperating Langiiage, harſh and ſevere cen« 
fares, lſicidil mio NcuAtions Sc. beyond the 
meaſures that Charity preſcribes, we violate the 
prifne and irrepealable Laws -of our ' common 
Religion, and tranſgreſs both as Men and as Chri: 
ſtians.* We muſt: therefore in all our debates}, 
eſpzcially in thoſe of the Nature we ſpeak” of; 
always appoint two Moderators of -our Zeal 'and 
Concerament, Prudence in our Political, and'Chi- 
rity in our \Religzons Capacity 5 without both; of 
either of which, 'our ardency/partakes no' longer 
of the Nature.of a regular-and' vital hear, but 
of rhe Flames and burning of a' Feaver ': Ts-no 
longer Health, but Frenzy and Diſtemper; with- 
* out which all our doings, how briskly-and how 
bravely foever 'we may think -we (lay about'us'; 
are moſt certainly nothing worth, have no'intrin- 
fic value in them here, nor will -evet” avail' us 


one jot hereafter. * O thou Divine .Charity, the ' 


very bond of Peace and'of Perfedtneſs/ we have 
often heard of Thee by the kearing'of the Par,biit 
when ſtall our Eyes-ſee Thee / Never? 1t may 
be ſo,” "Yet, Abba” Father,” all things are poſſible 
vuto Thee. 1 B36! 2 TROVELY he F 5. [1217 200 

Secondly, And in conſequence of 'the former, 
another Rule of the Chriſtian Moderation+ we 
ſpcak' of, is; to refrain, "as-much-as poſſible, from 
all cornfal and' ſcandalous Reflexions upon the 
perſons of thoſe with whom 'we differ. + For: ab 
they are a manifeſt indication of- want of 'Ters- 
po C per 


in all our tranſaftions. If our Zeal puſh us on” 


A.Sermon of Moderation. 


er.in. the Aggreflors, fo are they, too. fatally, 
Ft Os Opponents into the ſame unjy-. 
Kifiable exceſlee, eſpecially if the Sparks chance 
to;-fall upon. Men of as combuſtible matter as 
thoſe, whoſent them out 3 by, which meang the 
varrel is, gradually transferr'd/ from cauſes to per- 
fone, which of all other things, ſets men at the 
moſt: ixreconcileable. diſtance, Ill Words being 
naturally; ſo far from cloſing, that they never 
fail to widen Mens. differences, and. Felter, and 
Gangrene thoſe, Wounds, . which without them, 
ight' probably have. heal'd of themſelves. They 
alienate Men from entertaining any tolerable o- 
Piaion of -our perſons, and. then we may bring 
them over-to our perſwaſions, if we can; for we 
may. endeavour-ito. perſwade him to great pur» 
bor who, by the -rude treatment we give him; 
zall have. reaſon to think bimſelf the Object of 
aur Malice,..or our Scorn. .. No, we may. be as 
Hot and. Angry. as we; pleaſe, but Men, Itell you, 
reaſonable Creatures , expe other uſage , and 
will: got. be (Golded or rail'd. out of their prejudi- 
6%: -There, 15a, natyral-)ſtyrdineſs in; all Men, 
only rue auld ſets it-ſelf-to, oppoſe ., -and.con- 
front fuch contemptuous uſage, and which there- 
fore-is\ſ@ far: from-informing Mens - judgments, 
or, bending!, theis- Wills: that it renders them 
much .more-infleaible, and . therefore jt might 
poſlibly become ſour Chriſtian Prudence -in fuch 
Cales; if wedp really. and in good earneſt aim 
aan torourable Peace, and: Is Uaderiien 
Wo kg ing 


A Sermon of Moderation. © 


-ding, (and God*forgive them that "do not) eo be- 
«take our ſelves'to hymaye methods 'of perſwaſion, 
-the bands of love, and the cords 'of a tnan ;''to 

_ endeavour 'to'catch one another , as the Apoſth 
:fpzaks of himſelf in relation to the Coririhinns, 
eraftily aud with guile ," by (all 'the Chriſtian 'me- 
'thods of endearment, kindnefs, «candor, 'meek- 
neſs, good words ; and if there be 'any-other 
-obliging and concihateing ways, ary otheripi- 
-vus complaifance, 'which'may recommiend our 
:perſons ac leaſt, if not'our perſwaſtons/to one 'an- 
313: Another 'Rule- of the Moderation we 
'ſpzak- of is,, carefully to diſtinguth'about "the 
weight and: importance of 'thoſe things wherein 
we differ,'atd-to /proportion- our- zeal for' '6r a- 
"eainſttheth accordingly'; for certainly; he:were 
'a very ridiculons- perſon who: ſhould be equally 
-concern'd about the ſitting of his hair 'upon' his 
head, as about the fitting of his head upotr His 
ſhoulders. When maſſie bulkie Errors ,- of the 
"very firſt Magnitude', ſhall comme to'be'erarnityd 
mto our Oreeds, and be ready 'to'be-eranmind 
- down our Throats, upoit our. tnability-to fwallow 
them, away then with Modalities, Comprehen- 
'fions, compounding or comprimifingthe differ- 
erice ; here 'the'rule-1s,' on the ccontrarFy, 'td con- 
tend earneſtly for the 'fatth, to'be zealofly \nffefted, 
to' withRand our Adverſaries tothe fare", tokeep 
our Poſts, maintain'our ground; and nor to flinch 
'or abate-one jot-of 'onr Py we _—_ 
"ty | Pe tne 


pm, 


A Sermon of Moderation. 


"— >—— 


the intereſts of Truth,and- of the Goſfel.But row 
in leſs momentous and important difterences, as 
ours confeſſedly are on alt hands, the ſame mea. 
ſure of zeal and ſtifinefs is not, I conceive, war- 
rantable.on either ſide, tho that of eſtabliſhment 
and authority -muſt.be. own'd. to. have the ſtron- 
ger-plea. Here the Rules are a cautious and pry- 
dential behaviour one towards another, a walk- 
ing by the ſame Canon, or Rule, as far as we 
poſſibly. can, whereunto. we have already at- 
taind, an. endeavour of reducing our Brethren 
from their Errors in the ſpirit oft meekneſs, and 
the- like. In a word therefore , our zeal tor or 
againſt things ſhould always bear proportion 10 
their juſt weight and importance , otherwile it 
becomes both criminal and ridiculous. 

:+ 4fy. Another Rule of the Chriſtien Moderati- 


.on we ſpeak of is for a man to carry always about 


him a fair and teachable diſpoſition, and not to 
have his ears ſervilely bored through to the di- 
Qates of any one Maſter, or party:of men, ex- 
clufively of all others 3 for by that means we re- 


ally, and- in effe&, lapſe into the upidity of an 


umplicite faith, and fo//ow ſuch or ſuch a Teacher, 


.as the phraſe is, more hke an herd of Cattcl than 


a Congregation of Chriſtians. A man muſt not 
therefore, [.ſay, be ſo. over-confident and dog- 
matical in the truth and. re&itude of the things 
he 1s inclined. to, as refolvedly to bolt out all eyr- 
dence to the contrary,and leave no room for a fjur- 
ther enquiry into the grounds and reaſons of the 
things 
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things he is-at preſent perſwaded of; for that is not 
to a(t in_ the middle way which alone is ſuitable 
to the reaſonable nature , that being in it ſelf a 
fort of medzum betwixt the brute and._the Divi. 
nity, 2nd which, .as,it may be ſway'd. and preju- 
diced by the ſenſual appetite of the one, 1o is it 
capable ſtill of receiving farther degrees of the 
illumination of the other ; and theretore he who 
is thus reſolvedly partial , and rigidly deaf to all 
Objections that may ſhake the certainty of the 
things he is perſwaded, of, ads not like the rea- 
ſonable humane. Creature he pretends to. be, but 
either below himſelf, with the obſtinacy and 
ſturdineſs. of a brute, or a above hunſelf,.in. a 
manner fit-only. for, the infinite 'and, inerrable 
knowledg of God. Our moderate ;:man then. is 
never invincibly ſliff aud tenacious ,. but as his 
cars are always open, tothe voice of reaſon and 
truth, from whatſoever point of the Compaſs 
the ſound comes, ſo 15 his heart always equall 
open to entertain and embrace it, He 1s ST 
upon occaſion of enquiry into-things, to diveſt 
himſelf, as far as poſſible, of.his former prejudi- 
ces and prepoſſeſiions, ſets up the Imperial Stan- 
dard of Reaſon inſtead of them, and will flick 
by Truth, bare naked Truth, whereſpever he 
finds it, without regard to Parties, or. invidious 
names fix'd upon them, cr the Examples and 
Authorities of any one whatſoever ; _ as. well 
knowing, that he who ſhall in the Jump, with. 
out examination or diſtinction,maintain tor-truth: ' 
| whatſo- 
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whatſoever 'ofnls man, or denomination of met!, 
1Thall advance, and for tight and\good whatho. 
ever they ſhall do, and deal ju? the guite contrary 
thcaſote'd, a others, muſt in-all Huthane proba. 
bility, often oblige himſelf to conttadit Fra 
defehd unjuſtifiable proceedings ;. aad_ pravoke 
God Ricſel 'to whoſe a&ions' and ſentiment 
alotie ſuch unlimited deference of judgment and 
entire obedience is dup, for tis God only that | 

<h never do amils, and tiever be-itt che wrong 

And yet ſach is the weakneſs of the Wray af 
men,” that they are carried day; Smetinies, by 
the names of, Leaders and Parties, one is for Pail, 
anther for 4pollo's, atid a third tor Cep5as,ahd yer 
poffibly whthour $66 ws! inaxidf, how fat ny 
*of the A for Chriſt; "fomerimes pain, by the 
"ans Winch the wit of malice of then have fixt 
upon 6pinibhs,” or defigns, "without atiy farther 
-enquiry into tlie nature of the things themſelves, 
adorn hy; that excellent and.juſt obſervation, 
"Phuti Fes Us Tepuanrer, plures nomina. rerum, plu- 
rimi-wdmina- Mhgiftrorum,.. And of this we have 
"had late, but deplorable, experience, "from the 
-cunning 8nd'ſubtilty of thoſe” whoſe buſineſs it 
was, {till is, and ever will be, to divide and in- 
Fajne us.” Thus have the, great Chriſtian Virrues 
*of the Moderdrion we” are-riow upon, cofide- 
Feenfion, forbearance, and'the like ſuffer'd under 
'the ww eg of fanaticiſm, and thus again, on 
the other hand, has conformity with the beſt 
conſtiruted Church upon earth 'been obſtrufted, 
only 
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ly becauſe ſome. men. were pleasdghow juſtly, 
lime ſince has ſhewn,.. 10 faipedt it of Popery.; 
2nd. pray God. our fooliſh paſſions, .agumaſities, 
and prejudices do. not” {till give .the fame com- 
mon.enemy the ſame fatal opportunity. of praQti- 
- bag upon us. If therefore. men woulg condeſcen 

to be. Diſciples of the, virtue, in, the Text , the 


muſt, try-all things, and hold faſt only that which. 


is-£00d, 'abct that. alone-in-perſong of. their own 


perlwaſions which is juſt and true, and diſprove. 
that alane in others. which is -blame-warthy 3. 
they maſt. have no;.men ##.4dmiration, through. 


prejudice,: [educatign, / or; paiſion, . and not, hold. 
the Faith of þ Chriſt wit h, reſpect.of perſons; and by 


thus. doing. they. will purchaſe to themſelves the: 


applauſe ot their awn Conſciences,. a good report. 
matters not- for.others.:- el813iri) £79 739.0 at 
. 5/y., Another Rule; or-inſtance,, of the Mode: 
ntion-l perſwadeito, when-men ſtand divided in 
opinion, 1s what the Apoſtle-preſgribes, and that 


upon, occaſion. too, of..ſuch. ditferences inthe 
Church of Corinth, That no man 46 bis, ewn;\ but* 


iua5es: 7% 7 brtgs,, eery; one the. things. of'. anather , 


(x Cor. LYOtk F,) the COMMON: publick good af the. 


whole Community concern'd in the contet,;not 
the private ſeparate advantage of any. one. {ingle 


party ; for whatſaever leads qmen to ap ingompce 


rate love:of themlclves,/ and their gwnegdy dis 
vides the; unity;' that | ought. to be amgngft 


adeGen. 


zmong all honeſt and, underſtanding men, and it; 


them;: And. certainly, ſays a late great Prelategt- 
72D . » our. 


5 We 


yet 
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our own,A.B. Laud himſelf;there's no keeping of anity 
either in Church or State, unleſs men will be ſo tem. 
perate, (when it comes to a puſh at leſt) as to lay 
down the private for the publicks fate, and perſwade 
others'to do the like. And indeed 'tis roo obvious 
to imagin- what”peril' tothe! publick good muſt 
defive from aft immoderate':love of the private, 
to'teed-4 Cominent ; for- tiow-only, in'a word, 
ſborild that body,whether Natural or-Political, be 
preſery'd ſafe and entire, if the hands, for inflance, 
would aſſiſt no other part but themſelves, it the 
head! would not'dire&t thie'feet, at the feet cons 
tribure*to ſupport 'the head + *Let'vs-therefore, | 
fay,(and'T am ſure 'is'high"time'ſo'to do) diveſt 
our ſelves of that hittleneſs of (pirit, and narrow 
ſelfiſh principle which reigns fo: viſibly amongſt 
ns,-and is ſo unworthy-the/digniry-of a man, and 
the piety of a Chriſtian, and fo-direcHy/ oppoſite 
rs-the peace anid'preſervation of all humane $0. 
cieties; and reafſume*we, ori the contrary, that 
Juſt amplitude and generoſity of temper,that like 
charity ſeeketh no its 'owy , but the publick 'and 
moſtuniverſa good; oe | 

- -*6ly. Another Rule; or inſtance, of a virtuous 
Moderation is for! men'to put the moſt chari- 
table conftrutions'they can upon one another's 
ations and perſwaſions, aſcribing them to the 
beſt cauſes, aſligning them the beſt ends, and 
deriving tliem from the beſt principles they fair- 
ly-may. For, for 'men' immediately to fall foul 
upon'one another's integrity, to charge _- => 
_ iffer- 
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difference of perſwaſions and practiſes obſervable 
among(t'us , upon the. corruption of our minds, 
and the depravity of our hearts, is to aſlail one 
another in the moſt quick and ſenſible parts, and 
to ſet us at an irreconcileable diſtance : the heart 
and intention being thar grand leading principle 
by which as the great ſearcher:of hearts will judg 
all men hereafter, fo likewiſe that too, by. which 
they ougit principally to ſtand or- fall in the eſtt- 
mate of their fellow-ſervants here ; -and therefore 
not rudely to be aflaulted without the: keeneſt 
reſentments. . Let us not therefore, if we have 
any. ſenſe. of moderation and temper, perſiſt to 
dreſs up things in ſhapes, that for ought we know 
belong not to them, in hideous and portentous 
forms to. frighten and exaſperate one another, but 
let us rather aſcribe the differences amongſt. us to 
error of judgment, the prejudices of Education, 
infelicity:of Conſtitution, or to any other'of thoſe 
either innocent or excuſable cauſes, whick: render 
an entire unity of opinion an impoſſible thing : 
but do'nt. we by *any means ſet up for ſearchers 
of hearts,” and peremptorily jndg of men in'refe- 
rence to their tuture ſtates; we know whoſe great 
attribate that is, and to him, their own maſter, 
as to that particular, muſt every man {ſtand or 
fall. Who art thou that invadeſt this mighty 
Prerogative , and that thus arrogantly” judgett 
another mans ſervant ? 9971101 230] 
. -ly. Another Rule of: the Chriſtian moderati- 
an I ſpeak of, I take to be this ; not to'charge. 
D the 
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the faults or failures of particular perſons, either 
upon Whole parties,or their perſwaſions,/For as to 
to the firſt of theſe, 'tis an open breach of Juſtice, 
Charity, and Lopick, all at once, it being againſt 
the known rales of reaſoning to argue from a 
lame indution of particulars to univerſals, for 
in that caſe there is more inthe concluſion than 
was in the premiſes, which is a fallacy, and nor 
to be' admitted. St. Jude's Rule therefore of 
making a difference, muſt take place here, and 
that will ſet us right. Nor is it, ſecondly, any 
more / juſtifiable ro load the ſeveral cauſes men 
may chance to-maintain with'the exorbitancies 
or irregularities of their particular abetters, in as 
much as there is no neceſſary connexton betwixt 
truth and error in the underſtanding, and refitude 
and obliquity in the will ; we muſt not then 
argue 'trom perſons to cauſes ; for as (to in- 
ſtance) we read of ſeveral Hereticks of old whoſe 
lives were as pure and unblameable , as their 
errors were groſs and pernicious, fo, what is 
but a melancholly confideration , we need not 
go far for inſtances of thoſe, whoſe lives are as 
ſcandalous, as their communion 1s orthodox. 
8ly. Another rule of the Moderation I would 
perſwade to, is, not to engage 1n any needleſs 
conteſts and: diſputes about theſe leſſer matters : 
according to the advice of. the great Apoftle in 
his fourteenth Chapter to the:Romays, at the firſt 
verſ. Him that is weak in the faith, (who is ſtill 
ſcrapultous about his Moſaick Rnes, Meats, Dom 
x 9c) 
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&c.) receive ye, but not to doubtful diſputations. 
In as much as experience ſhews ſuch. conflicts 
are ſeldom attended with better ſucceſs than 
with heating both our ſelves and opponents in« 
to paſton ; and then for ought I know the gi- 
ving way to anger and reſentment on- both ſides 
may be of - worſe conſequence than the error on 
either. And therefore poflibly 'cwere moſt ad- 
vilable for men in ſuch caſes, fairly and modeſt- 
ly to propound their reaſons, without endea- 
vouring forcibly to bear down their Adverſaries 
with the ſtrength of them, for the ſeeming in+ 
ſult and triumph of ſach a procedure does but 
more impregnably ſteel men againſt that convis 
tion, whictt the truth of our caufe-, and the 
weight of our arguments night otherwiſe create: 
better therefore, I ſay, leave men to the cool of 
their thoughts, and ſuffer private- reflexion to 
work what bearing hard upon them would ne- 
ver produce, if God pzradventure will-give then 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth 
we ſhall have fairly propounded. - 3” 
gly. and laſtly, Another Rule of the Modera- 
tion I perfwade to, is what the fame Apoſtle ad» 
viles in the fame Chapter to the Romans; above 
mention'd, at the- third verſ. Let not him that 
exteth-(him,who,upon the abolition of the'Cere- 
monial diſpenſation by: our Lord is fatisfied , he 
may lawtully eat of fuch meats as in the Leviti- 
cal Law were reputed unclean) deſpife him that 
eateth not ; {him;who on the other hand, through 
| D 2 his 
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his formet. prejudices thinks himſelf ſtill obliged 
to abſtain from them) aud let not him which eateth 
wot, judge (or condemn) him that eateth, Where 'tis 
manifeſt each party -rallied and refle&ted on the o- 
ther. The Eaters *tis likely look'd upon the non- 
eaters. as ſilly, weak, and ſuperſtitious people, 
laugh'd at and ridiculed their childiſh ſcrupuloſi. 
ty-3 and theſe he adviſes to abate of their intel- 
leftual pride, and ſupercilious ſcornful humour ; 
the non-eaters/ on- the other: ſide were: ſullen, 
ſowre, and moroſe,  fall:;.of cenfure., -and ill na- 
ture, and probably condema'd the Eaters as per- 
ſons irreligious, that made no conſcience 'of their 
actions, and who were ready, upon occaſion, to 
comply with any thing; and theſe he perſwades to 
madeſt y;;and ſobriety | in ; paſſing their. verdicts 
upon. thofe who were otherwite perſwaded-; and 
indeed,the. reaſonableneſs and wiſdom of the A+ 
poſtle's advice 1s demonſtrable from the nature of 
the two extremes of which theſe partics were 
guilty.z  contemming and undervaluing on the one 
hand, and judging. and cenſuring/ on - the, other, 
For as'to the firſt of theſe, contempr, nothing in 
the world is more exaſperating and provoking 
than it. Men had rather be the objects of your 
malice than your ſcorn z the former ſuppoſes 
them, conſiderable, and every man. is, willing to 
be thought ſo for,ſomething or other , but the 
latter ſpeaks them below your notice, and ſtrikes 
diretly at that value which every man 1s apt 


to (ct. upon himſelf, Nay indeed, all other pro: 
1 vacations 
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vocations borrow a'great part of their ſting from 
the contempt they 1mply, for no man injures or 
abuſes another, but who at the ſame time, tacite- 
ly, at leaſt, defpifes and contemns him. And 
then-again; for the exceſs on the other hand, the 
ſowte, 'cenforious, judging humour, that too ex- 
tremely irritates and provokes, as what, in theſe 
leſſer matters'eſpecially, looks more like the pro- 
du&t'of peeviſhneſs and malice, than of ignorance 
or miſtake ; and how far the continuance of our 
unhappy Uiviſions has been owing to theſe faults, 
and' the 'wanr of putting this Apoftolitk Rule in 
praCtiſe, is perhaps a fitrer ſabject for our ſorrow 
tha our diſcuſſion; | T 'mzght detain you longer 
tpor- this head, but whilſt I treat of Moderation, 
F-muſt remember that Tam then'more eſpecially 
obliged: ro* keepiwithin bolids my elf, and'pro- 
ceed therefore, briefly , in the' laſt place, to 
ſome motives',/' or inducements-to the” praftice 
of it. «wh 7 FO 

. And:need there-indeed any other motives be- 
fides' the Tiimple reaſonableneſs of the thing! t5 
duce men to the-pradtice of any one particular 


[ have perſwaded to? need T yer adviſe men 'to- 


be ſober, modeſt, prudent, and temperate, when 
heats, animoſities, and exceſſes, have almoſt un. 
done 'us25 and do not the dangers we hive ef. 
caped, and the circumſtances we are in, call tou- 
der- upon us than a thouſand other Arguments, 
to lay aſide fa&tion-in Religion , and to glorifie 


God with one heart and one mouth 2 Surely they. 


do : 
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9. And if you need any. farther. motives con- 
ider, | | | 
| I, That the moderation 1 recommend is the 
peculiar virtue and ornament; of that: excellent 
Church you. own your ſelves members of, the 
Church of England; I ſay again, of the- Church 
of England, which in her very fundameatal Con« 
ſtirution, is 2 mean betwixt the two extremities, 
Superſtition on the one hand, and Ernthu/ia/m on 
the other ; and as for thoſe exceſles her adverſa- 
rics have becn pleasd to charge her with, ſhe is 
no way in;her ſelf, reſponlible for them; unleſs 
they cauld, at the fame time, -prove that the 
perſonal failures, 'indiſcretions,. paſſions, .&'c. of 
every particular member of her Communion. axe 
adopted. into. her Conſtirution , which were aq 
ks an abſurd than. gn uncharitable Poſition. | 
. 2ly, Let me perſwade you to the 'pradtice of 
this. virtue, becauſe tis the: truly Evangelical - 
temper, and the praCtice of the Apoſtles rhem- 
ſelves. The great DoStar of the Gentiles has ler. us 
an undeniable precedent- of this' matter 'in. his 
own perlon ; for thoygh he tells us, He was free 
from all men, yet he made bimſelf a ſervant unto 
all, that he might gain the more ; He made himſclt 
all things to all men , that by all means he might 


Biſhop Hall have ſame. And how was he to all, as a Learned 
of Exeter. Prelate of our own asks the queſtion, if he did not 


ſometimes remit of bis right to ſome, 8 indeed had the 
Saint ſolicited the Chriſtian cauſe with the ar 
Zea 
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not long before , he might have . ſaved himſelf 
the labour of preaching the Goſpel from Feru- 
ſalem round about to 7/liricam, his Goſpel had been 
hid to all intents and purpoſes : And in his own 
hnguage, he had ſpoke all the while unto the 
air 5 in as much as experience atteſts,that fierce- 
neſs and violence are the moſt improper engines 
imaginable to move the great weights of ſo 
ſtrong prepoſſefſion, and ſuch long preſcription. 
Nay, *tis farther evident that the tranſa&tions 
of the whole Apoſtolick Synod recorded in the 
15th. of the Ads, are an eminent inſtance of 
the 7emperate proceeding I at preſent recom- 
mend. For tho they might juſtly have inſiſted 
upon their Apoſtolick authority, the extent and 
plenitude of their Commiſſion, and the unque- 
ſtionable infallibiliry of their decifions, and there- 
upon have peremptority condemned the ſcrupu- 
lous Judaizing Converts by ſome Canon, or 
Decree , .to which they ſhould be obliged to 
ſubmit, without farther debate-, upon pain of 
Anathema, yet | ſay, notwithſtanding all theſe” 
indiſputable advantages on their ſide, it ſeem'd 
good to the Foly Ghoft, and to the Apoſtles, r0- 
come rather to a Temperament ; for they proceed- 
ed neither to an abſolute prohibition of the Mo-- 
faique Rites after converſion, wiſely conſidering. 
thar they might thereby have exaſperated the" 
Judaizing Zealots into an abſolute Apoſtaſie 


from the faith z nor were they ſo regardlels- 
on 


zeal ind ſtiffneſs,the Perſecutor had purſued ir with 
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on the other hand,.of the liberty. of ; the Gen- 
tile-Coriverts, as:-tÞ -require any. other obſervan- 
ces of theni- than; ſuch -as they preſumed were 
requiſite, in that ;exigency' of affairs, in order to 
a perfect -union. and agreement .among(t them, 
that they-/might, thereby, prudencially remoye 
ſuch occaſions; of. difference, as ,might,.obſtrutt 
the growth and progreſs of the common Chriſtia- 
nity in the world, ns}: op 

3ly. Be perſwaded to the.praCtiſe of this virtue, 
becauſe you thereby make theneareſt approaches 
that the infirmities of Men, and; the circumſtances 
of human affairs will admit to the:Divine Occono- 
my itſelf; for what,l beſeech you,is (Tod's whole 
Government of the world., , but a moderaticn of 
the rigor 'of his juſtice, with a temperament of 
mercy? For! if he ſhould be extrewe to mark 
what is done amifſs,, as' we are, ſhould purſue 
things to their utmoſt. rigour and. extent, take 
advantage of all the forfeitures. we make him, 
and not .recede one jot from his juſt ,pretenſions 
againſt us, Who conld live if God ſhould do this £ 
and. it appears to me a very hard; caſe, that we 
cannot be induced 'to-treat.. one another with 
the ſame temper that our common God treats 
us all with. And this naturally leads me to ſhut 
up all with the ſequel of rhe Text. | 

Let your Moderation be known.,unto, all men, 
the. Lord is at hand. He is not far, off in his final 
judgment of all fleſh ,--and then I am ſure the 


beſt of us all will ſtand in need of that Fer 
an 
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and-modergtion in him, which we'deny to one 
another. He 35 at hand, again, not far off, poſ- 
| fibly, in the exccution of ſome temporary and 
heavy judgments upon this fanful Land of our 
Nativity.; Sure Iam that if an anmmatural ingra- 
titude, unchriftian animnſities, ill grounded jealog- 
fees, unreaſonable difſatisfattions, feuful murmurings, 
if, 1 fay, in a word, one of the worſt abules 
that ever was of one of the greateſt of mercies 
iu poſjeſion, be a fatal fore-runner of the foreſt 
of Judgments i: reverſion, we of all Mankind bid 
the faireſt for them. Far of, after God has unex- 
petedly dropt his mercies 1n our mouths, we 
ſhall urgratetully throw them up again, will not 
the Divine indignation have juſt reaſon to uſe 
the ſame paſſionate expoſtulation with us that 
he did with the dull murmuring {ſrae/ztes of old, 
What could I have done more for my Vineyard that 
I have not done for it 2 and to inflict hkewiſe the 
ſame judgment upon us ; Behold , your houſe is 
left unty you deſolate. If we will ſtill perſiſt to ſa- 
crifice our Holy Religion, the intereſts of Truth 
and of the Goſpel, all in a word, that is dear to 


us a5 men or Chriſtians, to our paſſions, animo- _ 


ſitics, {clf>will, private intereſts, notions 3 or to 
ſpzak more properly, to we know not what z 


wiy then we fall as ridiculous as unpitied vt - 


Qime, God our deliverer, with all the Nations 
round about us, will juſtly laugh at our calami- 
ty z mock when our fear cometh, and give us 
up to that deſtruQtion wherein we ſeem to delight. 
E In 


— 
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In-a word,the Lord is at hand,]-hope inthe midf: 
of this prefent Aſſembly, and when thou, -Lorg, 
ſhalt come-to judg the World, 'twill not then, 
ſurely , be enquired, who' has moſt ſtiffly ang 
vehemently-aſſerted the little inferior opinions, 
.  perſwaſions, and- intereſts of his own-particular 
' party, but who in his life and converſation has 
moſt promoted the true Spirit and Genius of th 
holy Religion for its own ſake , and moſt labour. 
ed the advancement of one of rhoſe' great and 
lorious ends thou cameſt into: the world for, of 
vn on earth, and good will a mongft men. | 
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